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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


S the year 1907 draws to a close 

it is fitting that believers in 
Christ should hopefully consider the 
way in which they have been led by 
our loving, heavenly Father: Surely 
goodness and mercy have followed us 
all the days of the year, as they have 
ever since we first heard and heeded 
the voice of Jesus saying “Come un- 
to Me and I will give you rest.” Just 
before our risen Lord returned to 
the glory from which He had come 
for our redemption, He told His dis- 
ciples to go and teach all the nations 
to do all things whatsoever He had 
commanded them, and concluded 
with the marvelous promise that con- 
tains the whole secret of the mira- 
culous success of the labors of His 
followers from that day to this: “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” The realization 
of that glorious presence can be our 
privilege if we use the faith, the gift 
of God, that has been bestowed on 
us. Every follower of Christ can 
confidently take hold of this promise 
as he steps over the threshold of an- 
other year, and go forward not only 
with renewed faith and hope but 
with joy and anticipation of victory 
through all the coming year. The 
obstacles and difficulties that con- 





fronted us have been overcome, and 
we abide in faith and hope and trust. 

There is no respect of persons with 
God in the divine economy, and the 
promise of the Saviour is as true for 
each of us to-day as it was for those 
were “faithful unto death’— 
whom He first called to follow Him 
and do His will. “Lo, I am with 
you!” 

For the year that is closing with 
its many vicissitudes, its commissions 
and omissions, “He will forgive, if we 
only believe.” And as He is able to 
keep us from falling, may He in His 
tender love and care be with all our 
readers in the coming year of 1908. 


who 





$10,000 Urgently Needed. 

The opening of the new Christ’s 
Mission building for religious. ser- 
vices, conferences, and all its activi- 
ties, on December 8, is a joyful event 
to all who have been interested in 
this work. For months past many 
friends have been praying that a 
suitable building in a desirable locali- 
ty might be obtained. Their prayers 
have been answered. Now, ten thou- 
sand dollars are needed at this time 
to meet the expenses incurred. We 
must say the need is urgent. Let all 
our friends help as best they can. 
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Catholics Wronged by the Papacy. 
Among the greatest wrongs in- 
flicted on the Roman Catholic people 
by the Papacy is their exclusion from 
the blessed experience of personal 
communion with Christ by the 
thrusting forth of the Roman man- 
made machine into the place of the 
divine Redeemer. In nothing is He 
proved to be very God of very God 
more than in the daily fulfilment of 
His promises two thousand years 
after His ascension to the right hand 
of the majesty on high; and in noth- 
ing is the purely human character 
of the power of the Roman Church 
more clearly demonstrated than in 
its failure not merely to lead men to 
God but to retain them within its 
own fold. That this is well under- 
stood in the Vatican is shown by the 
hostility to the Word of God which 
has ever been shown by the Papacy, 
because the Bible, while silent as to 
the principal and most profitable 
features of the Papal system, clearly 
sets forth not the glorious 
promises of Christ to all men, but 
that He has all power in heaven and 
on earth to fulfil them. In these days 
of wholesale defection from the Ro- 
man Church in so many countries, 
the responsibility of Protestant Chris- 
tians to do their utmost to give Ro- 
man Catholics the Bible and the 
truths of the real Gospel of Christ is 
not only greater than it has ever been 
before, but it increases every day. 


only 





1907 in the Roman Catholic World. 


The year 1907 has been an event- 
ful one for the Roman Church, as 
its disintegration has advanced rap- 
idly all over the world, and the meth- 
ods adopted by Pope Pius X have 
greatly increased the impetus of “re- 
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form” movements already at work 
within the Church, and started new 
ones by the publicity given to the ef- 
forts of many of the best men of the 
Church to obtain religious liberty in 
it, and the sympathy created by the 
brutal manner in which those aspira- 
tions have been treated. The recent 
Papal syllabus and encyclical on 
“modernism” were directed chiefly 
against ecclesiastics in Germany, 
Italy and France, and one or two 
spirited replies have been made that 
are likely to increase the number of 
the Pope’s foes in his own house- 
hold. So far as France is concerned, 
the Pope continues to assert his au- 
thority over that of the Government 
with regard to the clergy, whose 
obedience is costing them very dear, 
so far as temporal things are con- 
cerned. American Catholics are not 
entirely deaf to the war of words and 
ideas raging in their Church in Eu- 
rope, and a number of them have 
given evidence that their eyes as well 
as their ears are open, by their utter- 
ances in the secular press. 





Mr. Taft Will Not Visit the Pope. 


The morning papers of November 
24 contained despatches from Rome 
announcing that great regrets were 
felt at the Vatican because Secretary 
Taft was returning to the United 
States direct from Russia, instead of 
visiting the Pope on his way home. 

These regrets are quite natural; 
for after his last visit to Rome in 
1902, the Papal coffers were enriched 
by several millions. Mr. Taft would 
like to call on Pope Pius X, but he 
is a politician, and for him to do so 
now would be rather too open a bid 
for the Catholic vote in the next 
Presidential election. 





AGAINST GOD AND CHRIST. 


AST month the attention of the 
whole nation—in fact, of the 
whole world—was aroused by two 
important manifestations of the 
hatred of “the world’—that word 
being used in the same sense as in 
the New Testament—against God 
and against His Son, Jesus Christ. 

First we see the President of the 
United States—the most popular 
man in the world—striking the motto, 
“In God We Trust,” from our coin- 
age; and a few days later Jewish 
rabbis in New York and other cities 
bombard the boards of education 
with petitions asking that all Christ- 
mas songs and all mention of the 
name of Christ shall be eliminated 
from the exercises of the public 
schools prior to the Christmas holi- 
days. 

In this case, as in so many others, 
history repeats itself. In the third 
chapter of the Gospel of Mark we 
read that after our Lord had healed 
the man with the withered hand, “the 
Pharisees went forth, and straight- 
way took counsel with the Herodians 
against Him, how they might de- 
stroy Him.” 

The Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
the modern Herodians, have com- 
bined with the Jews, the modern 
Pharisees, in the onslaught on the 
public schools. For the last half 
century—ever since the volume of 
immigration from Ireland and other 
Roman Catholic countries rose to 
large proportions—the Roman hier- 
archy has waged war upon our pub- 
lic school system, because they per- 
ceived that the development of 


thought and the freedom we enjoy in 
this country were leading thousands 
and tens of thousands of their fol- 











The Converted Catholic. 5 


355 





lowers into the light of truth and 
into the ways of righteousness, and 
out of the spiritual bondage in which 
they had been held. So the Papal 
agents hate the free schools, and 
wherever they could, have driven the 
Bible, “the light unto the path” for 
all men, from them. The rabbis to 
whom the name of Christ is such an 
offense, the successors of those high 
priests who conspired against Christ 
and demanded His crucifixion, de- 
mand that His name shall not be men- 
tioned in our public schools. 

The prince of the power of the air 
still rules those who are not on the 
Lord’s side, and therefore they nat- 
urally try to put God out of all their 
thoughts as far as they can do so. 
But under our system of government 
God’s people have a duty to perform. 
Christ calls us to be His witnesses 
in a froward generation, and it is not 
for us to sit idly by while the foes of 
His person and the enemies of His 
revealed Word unite in the attempt 
to cast both down from the place 
rightly given to them in the public 
esteem of this nation. If the Jews 
wish to send their children to schools 
where the name of Christ is never 
heard, let them open schools of their 
own, as the Roman Catholics have 
done, in their hostility to the Bible; 
but it is a monstrous idea that the 
children of American Christians of all 
denominations are to be denied the 
small measure of Christian teaching 
contained in the Christmas songs 
now given at the public schools to 
please the Jewish minority in the 
community. 

President Roosevelt's order to re- 
move the name of God from our 


coinage is thus referred to by Mr. S. 
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Whitney Dunscomb, Jr., in the New 
York Tribune, November 26, 1907: 


The emblem of Liberty and the 
legend “In God We Trust” signify 
that the American people, themselves 
now sovereign as the result of their 
successful struggle for human liberty, 
henceforth put their trust in God 
rather than in princes. Not until 
1864, it is true, was the motto placed 
upon our coinage, but it merely ex- 
pressed verbally the faith that had in- 
spired the conduct of the founders 
and defenders of our Government 
from the beginning. Why, then, 
should it be made to appear to the 
youth of our country that at this 
late day our Ship of State is seeking 
a new pilot? 

From the dawn of history the coin- 
age of money has been regarded as 
one of the highest attributes of sover- 
eignty, and it is cheapening our coins 
and affronting the sovereign whom 
they represent to liken them to ad- 
vertisements, or even to postage 
stamps. 

If the fact that this motto has been 
made the subject of occasional sneer- 
ing ridicule is a sufficient reason for 
abandoning it, then the Word of God 
itself and all the eternal truths that 
give meaning and purpose to human 
life should ages ago have been con- 
signed to oblivion. Has the cartoon, 
indeed, become so deadly a power? 
Then it were better, perhaps, to abol- 
ish even the cartoon than the bul- 
warks of humanity. 

History repeats itself, and our na- 
tion, proud to-day in the strength of 
its mighty armaments, may again, as 
did Washington at Valley Forge, and 
Lincoln in the dark hour of the Re- 
public, feel the need of more than 
human aid. 

It is not in moments of great ex- 
altation of spirit, but in depression, 
danger and apparent defeat, that our 
people have known in the past, and 
may again in the future, realize the 
full import of our motto, “In God 
We Trust.” 
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Catholics Opening Their Lyes. 

A remarkable evidence of the ex- 
tent to which the Roman Catholic 
Church—even in this country—is di- 
vided against itself is to be found in 
the number and character of the let- 
ters from priests and laymen to 
which one of the leading metropol- 
itan dailies, the New York Sun, has 
opened its columns for _ several 
months. These letters have dealt 
with such widely different topics as 
the indifference of American Cath- 
olics to Papal schemes in the Philip- 
pines, the low intellectual status of 
the Catholic laity of this country, 
“modernism,” “the policies of the 
Roman Curia,” and the shortcom- 
ings of the prelates and priests and 
leading Catholics. The limits of our 
space preclude any lengthy quota- 
tions, but a few extracts will suffice to 
show what is in the minds of these 
Catholic writers. 





Thousands of Catholics, yea, ac- 
cording to a statement by one of the 
Bishops, millions, are alienated from 
the Catholic Church because they are 
unable to identify Catholic Christian- 
ity with the Papacy, as it has been ab- 
normally developed by the aid of 
Jesuitism in recent times. 


In a report recently submitted to 
the Holy See on the condition of the 
Catholic Church in the archdiocese of 


‘New York, accompanied by engrav- 


ings and photographs of the Catholic 
institutions, which was furnished by 
an official of the Comptroller’s office 
of this city at an expense of $600, the 
corporate wealth in realty of the 
Catholic Church was cited and em- 
phasized, but perfect silence was ob- 
served as to the lamentable intellect- 
ual poverty of the laity in the Church, 
nor were there any comments made 
upon the intellectual condition of the 
faculties in the various colleges and 
institutions of learning. 
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With regard to the lack of men and 
money for the work of the Roman 
Church in the Philippines and the ab- 
sence of response from American 
Catholics to the appeals of the hier- 
archy, “A Catholic” inquires: 

Is it because the Catholics in 
America think the millions the monks 
in the Philippine Islands received 
from the Government of the United 
States a few years ago might in char- 


ity, if not in justice, be used to aid the 
Church in those islands? 


William S. Long, Camden, N. J., 
“fa convert to the faith,” writes thus 
of the people who have lived closest 
to the Papacy all through its history: 


The Italian people are what Amer- 
ican Catholics call “nominal” That 
is to say, they rarely attend mass; 
they fail to approach the sacraments 
with any degree of frequency, and a 
few questions will suffice to prove 
their utter ignorance of religion. 
Half of their marriages contracted in 
this country are performed by civil 
magistrates. 


Last month the foundation stone 
of an Italian church was laid in Cam- 
den, but although the rector claimed 
at least 4,000 members, fewer than 300 
persons were present. The building 
is being constructed largely through 
the generosity of the Irish and Ger- 
mans. I lately heard a New York 
priest remark that there are in the 
metropolis fully half a million Italians 
who rarely if ever see the interior of 
a church. Philadelphia Irishmen 
have made the Italians a gift of two 
edifices, but they cannot be cajoled 
into hearing mass. A _ conservative 
estimate places their number in that 


city at 125,000, but three small 
churches provide accommodations 
for all. The same conditions obtain 


throughout the country. 


Professor Goldwin Smith, of To- 
ronto, in one of his later letters to 
the Sun on the Papacy, as distin- 
guished from Catholicism, said: 
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To the Papacy as shaped by Hilde- 
brand attaches the responsibility for 
the political pretensions and acts of 
Rome; the civil wars stirred up for 
Papal objects in Germany; the Nor- 
man invasions of England and Ire- 
land; the massacre of the Albigenses; 
Jesuitism and its political intrigues ; 
Alva’s persecution in the Nether- 
lands; the massacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew, and the extirpation of the 
Huguenots. I am not aware of any 
real parallels on the Protestant side. 

A Roman Catholic said that “it 
took the Papacy a long time to find 
out the perfidy of France.” “Amer- 
ican Catholic” replies thus: 

I respectfully request the above 
named gentleman to read some im- 
partial history of France (not one 
written by a Jesuit), such as Lavisse’s 
or Henri Martin’s, and think over the 
doings of the Papacy in France from 
Louis VII up, not forgetting the 
reign of Philippe Auguste, the 
crusade against the “Albigeois,” etc. 
I hope, if the gentleman is fair 
minded, that he will admit that the 
so-called spoliation of the clergy, to 
which, I suppose, the accusation of 
perfidy refers, was after all but very 
innocent reprisal compared to the 
manner the “Biens Ecclésiastiques” 
have been gotten from the French 
landowners. 

The whole correspondence — of 
which the above extracts give but a 
very meager idea—was most encour- 
aging to any friend of the Roman 
Catholic people. It showed that 
many of them have not only begun 
to think, but also to read, for the 
writers of these letters must repre- 
sent thousands more. And if they 
will only proceed from the study of 
history to the reading of the Bible, 
they will soon come out from that 
evil system of which the many things 
of which they complain in these let- 
ters are essential parts. May God 
hasten the day! 
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MORE 





Dr. S. Irenzus Prime, in his re- 
markable book, “Fifteen Years of 
Prayer in the Fulton Street Meet- 
ing,” quotes: 

A number of extremely interesting 
testimonies as to the power of prayer 
are given by converted Roman Cath- 
olics. One of them runs thus: 


“IT am to leave you to-day. I have 
been written to and begged, and en- 
treated to come home by my parents 
and.family, who had cast me out and 
who had told me that I should never 
more come inside of their doors. But 
by my letters home, and the Lord’s 
blessing on them, my father and 
mother and one sister have been con- 
verted, and now they say they will 
welcome me home with exceeding 
joy. But my heart is grieved,—my 
heart is grieved!” he exclaimed, as 
the tears rolled down his cheeks,—“at 
leaving this place so dear to me, 
where I learned to love Jesus. The 
very floor of this room, on which we 
have so often knelt to pray to Jesus, 
and on which we have stood to speak 
of Jesus, is dear to me. Oh! how 
can I part from this dear sacred 
place, and my much-loved brethren 
and sisters? Oh! how can I say I 
shall never come here any more? 
How can I say I shall never see your 
faces any more?’ And _ his tears 
flowed afresh, and every heart was 
melted. But, rallying, he said: “It 
will be only a little while, and on the 
floor of gold, in heavenly temple, I 
shall meet you, and I shall not have 
to say farewell. O, brethren and sis- 
ters, meet me there; and let us strive 
to bring all our dear Roman Catholic 
friends along. Poor people! how little 
do thev know the way! I promise 
you, before I go, I shall not be idle. 
I shall not be still. I shall never be 
ashamed or afraid, if God will only 
help me, and I know He will. He 
always stands by me. My Saviour 
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FIFTY YEARS OF PRAYER—MANY CATHOLCS CONVERTED. 
II. 
CONVERTED CATHOLICS TESTIFY. 







seems always near to me, and I ask 
you to pray for me that I may speak 
for Him.” 


Who would have believed: that this 
man only a little time before had 
been a persecuting hater of 
prayer-meeting? Yet such was 
deed the case. 


the 
in- 


as 

Then another arose, who had been 
one of the most desperate and hope- 
less cases—a Roman Catholic and a 
bitter hater of the truth; one who had 
stood on the opposite sidewalk and 
hurled stones in at the window. He 
spoke rapidly, and told what the 
grace of God had done for him. He 
used to be a scoffer, miserable, ig- 
norant, drunken and debased, and 
thought he was as good a Christian 
as anybody because he sometimes 
went to confession and got his sins 
pardoned, and sometimes went to 
church, and hated Protestants with 
all his might. 

“Now,” said he, “I don’t hate any- 
body. I pray in my family. I have 
plenty of employment. I am always 
happy. All I want now is that my 
wife shall come with me, and I be- 
lieve she will.” 

Js 

A third man spoke in very broken 
English. He said that we might not 
be able to understand, but the Lord 
Jesus could understand him. He 
went on to speak of his conversion. 
He told how bigoted he was when he 
was a Roman Catholic and how ig- 
norant. He went on to describe how 
the Holy Spirit had enlightened him, 
and how his heart had been made 
glad for joy. “I love to pray. I 
love to read my French Bible. I 
love this meeting. I love poor sin- 
ners. I love to tell them of Christ.” 
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A CONVERTED CATHOLIC’S GOOD WORK. 


One day a gentleman who is the 
pastor of a church on Staten Isl- 
and, addressed the meeting; he said 
he was a convert from the Roman 
Catholic Church, and urged the duty 
of personal effort in bringing sinners 
to Christ. He said that some time 
ago he came to the meeting, and made 
request for prayer for his brothers, 
who were Roman Catholics, in a 
large business in the western part of 
the State. Since his own conversion, 
he had maintained a constant corre- 
spondence with these brothers. It 
had been full of tender interest on 
his part, and of bitterness and cold- 
ness on theirs. Twice, within a short 
time past, had he requested prayer for 
their conversion. 

After the first request for prayer 
had been presented, he received a let- 
ter from one of these brothers, which 
seemed to be written in an entirely 
different spirit from any which he 
had before received. He said he had 
that very morning received another 
from the same brother, which he 
desired to read to the meeting. It 
gave an account of that brother’s con- 
version. In it he stated that he had 
seen the fallacy of his hopes, and 
that now his only resting-place was 
the foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief cornerstone. He said he 
had no idea, when he first began to 
inquire, that the foundation on which 
he had so long rested—the infallibility 
of the Roman Catholic Church— 
would so soon be removed and van- 
ish away like changing, shifting 
quicksand, so that he would be made 
to feel, as soon as he became an 
anxious inquirer after truth, that he 
had nothing to stand upon whatever. 
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But so it had been. Now he was 


trusting only in the atoning blood and 
Lord Jesus 


righteousness of the 
Christ. 

The letter went on to entreat 
prayer for the remaining brothers, 
and an uncle, with whom this new 
convert from Rome had begun the 
work of personal duty in endeavoring 
to show them that there is no other 
foundation than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

This clergyman, who is so happy 
not only in his own deliverance from 
the errors and superstitions of the 
Church of Rome, but in having led 
so many members of his family to the 
knowledge of the truth, concluded his 
address with this testimony to the 
value of personal work: 

“Thus you see that this personal 
work, which I am attempting to carry 
forward, begets the same kind of ef- 
fort in another. I endeavored to 
influence my brother, he becomes con- 
verted, and he immediately endeavors 
to influence another’s mind—and so 
it goes. The good we do to others 
leads them to do similar work; and 
so, on and on, the work perpetuates 
itself, and travels down the stream 
of time into eternity. The great 
thing wanted among Christians is 
personal, daily effort in persuading 
sinners to come to Christ.” 


A few months ago the Rev. F. H. 
Jacobs, the present superintendent 
of the Fulton Street Meetings, wrote 
to us saying that a Roman Catholic 
priest had been in the meeting who 
seemed to be “down and out’—as 
they say on the East Side, and that 
he had told him to come to Christ’s 
Mission, The priest arrived in due time 
and it turned out that he had been a 
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chaplain in the United States Navy,but 
had been “overtaken in a fault.” He 
was very bitter against the Roman 
Church and had many hard things to 
say about its hierarchy and priests. 
The way of life, through Christ, the 
Saviour, was set before him in plain 
terms, and he showed a disposition to 
accept the truth. If he had attended 
more of the Fulton Street noon-day 
meetings, had asked for the prayers 
of the congregation and acted upon 
the instruction that Brother Jacobs 
gave him, he would have become one 
more of the many thousands of con- 
verted Catholics who have been 
emancipated from the yoke of Rome 
by the mighty power of God. As this 
priest has great respect for the work 
of Christ’s Mission and has expressed 
a desire to attend the services in the 
building on West 57th Street, there 
is great hope that he will turn his 
face toward the Lord Jesus, who is 
seeking every sinner. 


—_—_.——__—_—_—___—— 


Too Many ‘‘Saints’’’ Days. 


A press dispatch from Pittsburg 
to the Washington Star said: 


Tiring of frequent shutdowns 
caused by numerous holidays among 
the foreigners, orders have been 
placed by the big coke companies of 
the Connellsville and Klondike re- 
gions for 2,000 English-speaking 
workmen. Agents of the companies 
are in Pittsburg and the east trying 
to fill the orders. 

This is the beginning of a move- 
ment to wipe out foreign labor in the 
mines and coke works. In the calen- 
dar of the foreigners every feast day 
in their church is a holiday and they 
refuse to work. 


In his book, “The Roman Catholic 
Church in Italy,” Dr. Robertson, of 
Venice, devotes a whole chapter to 
this aspect of Romanism. 
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Charles Reade Denounced. 


At a recent meeting of the 
Education Committee at Sheffield, 
England, Dean Dolan, representing 
a number of Roman Catholics, 
protested against the inclusion of 
Charles Reade’s novel, “The Clois- 
ter and the Hearth,” in the syllabus 
for the evening school literary classes. 
The Committee, however, decided 
that the literary and historical merits 
of the book were great enough to 
warrant the ignoring of the Roman 
Catholic protest. 

In an editorial reference to the in- 
cident the New York Times said: 


The book shows what a dreadful 
tragedy may ensue, without blame to 
anybody concerned, by the conflict, 
on the part of a man in all senses 
innocent, between his human affec- 
tions and the sacerdotal vows that he 
had taken in ignorance of the facts 
of his case, a conflict which ended 
one life and ruined another. This is 
a great and worthy subject for trage- 
dy. To treat it as such does not 
even impugn the institution of the 
celibacy of the clergy, though that 
institution is a matter neither of faith 
nor of morals, but of ecclesiastical 
discipline wholly. It seems puerile to 
object to a romancer that he has 
chosen so attractive and romantic a 
theme. 

Probably the real gist of the objec- 
tions is the picture the novel presents 
of life in Rome in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. Especially may Catholics resent 
the description of the Pope of the pe- 
riod as a “humanist” or “Pagan” of 
the Renaissance. 


Subscriptions for (908. 


THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC has 
served and pleased its readers during 
the year 1907, to judge by the letters 
received from them. We hope they 
will reciprocate by sending their sub- 
scriptions for 1908, and thus help to 
keep the good work going. 
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AWAY FROM ROME MOVEMENT. 


By Pror. Georce H. Scnhoppe, Cotumsus, Onto. 


O much attention has in recent 
years been given to the 
“Away from Rome” movement, 
chiefly in the German provinces of 
Austro-Hungary, which in the 
seven years of its propaganda has 
taken about thirty-five thousand 
Catholics from the Catholic Church 
into the Protestant, that it is in the 
nature of a‘surprise to hear that in 
Germany, almost silently and 
scarcely being noticed, a similar 
movement has been in operation, 
which singe 1895 has caused more 
than eighty thousand Catholics to 
sever their connection with the 
Mother Church and become Prot- 
estants. As to the facts in the case 
there can be no doubt, as these are 
presented in such works as “E. 
Koch’s Uebertritte aus der R6misch- 
Katholischen Kirche in Deutsch- 
land,” and in the “Kirchliches 
Jahrbuch,” the old statistical stand- 
by of the Protestant Church, edited 
for more than fifteen years by 
Pastor J. Schneider, of Elberfeld, 
since these data are taken from of- 
ficial reports of the Government. 
Not only have in all these and pre- 
vious years the gains of the Prot- 
estant churches from the Catholics 
exceeded to a most noteworthy de- 
gree the gains of the latter from the 
former, but relatively this growth 
has increased enormously. In 1862, 
e. g., there were only 1,280 Cath- 
olics who became Protestants in the 
Kingdom of Prussia, and 261 Prot- 
estants connected themselves with 
the Catholic communion; in 1904 
there were 5,675 converts from 
Catholicism in Prussia and 7,898 in 


all Germany, while only 809 Prot- 
estants had become Catholics. A 
summary of both kinds of conver- 
sions since 1892 will give an excel- 
lent idea of the condition of affairs 
in this respect: : 
To Protes- To 
Year tantism. Catholicism. 
Weise cxcdunds«. Se 554 
1891 442 
1892 550 
WG ica aren takcu a eee 598 
1894 3,821 659 
1895 3,805 588 
MiG esincuccsas ae 664 
MO ec iasccctteeet | O40 705 
GE dea < ctn sce eee 699 


Se rosseciavasn, SO 717 
ee ree 701 


1901 6,895 730 
| ee 827 
Ws ccs iceiexds ee 848 

7,808 809 

This makes a total of 76,239 Cath- 
olics who since 1890 have become 
Protestant, or more than twice as 
many as the Austrian anti-Catholic 
movement has brought into the 
Protestant fold. 

How is this remarkable fact to 
be explained? An extensive dis- 
cussion of this religious problem by 
Pastor Schneider is found in a 
series of articles published in “The 
Evangelische Lutherische Kirchen- 
zeitung,” of Leipzig, Nos. 9 and 10, 
which give substantially the follow- 
ing psychological and historical ex- 
planation of this phenomenon: A 
conversion from the church to an- 
other in our day is much more a 
genuine change of conviction than 
it was in former centuries, when the 
“cujus regio ejus religio” prevailed, 
and often a province or a city 
was “converted” when the prince 
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changed his faith, Now such a 
change is the act of an individual 
and the increase in these changes is 
highly characteristic of the age of 
individualism in which we live. 
Hence conversions of this sort, in a 
country like Germany, where the 
two great churches are on an ab- 
solute equality before the Jaw and 
must progress or retrogress in ac- 
cordance with their inherent merits 
or demerits, can only be expected 
to increase and decrease in number. 

That under these conditions the 
Protestants have gained wonder- 
fully on the Catholics in Germany 
is attributable to the fact, recog- 
nized as one of the lessons of 
church history, namely, that Cath- 
olicism is strong only where the 
masses are of that faith and the 
masses hold each other in the 
church; as soon as religion becomes 
a matter of individual choice and 
judgment and each one is compelled 
to think on his religious interests, 
Protestantism will always gain on 
Catholicism. In various ways is 
this shown in detail in the relations 
of the churches in Germany. One 
of the most fruitful sources of 
losses to the Catholics is in the 
“mixed marriages” between Prot- 
and Catholics. Notwith- 
standing the promises exacted in al- 
most every case by the Catholic 
Church authorities that the children 
of such a union must be reared in 
the Catholic faith, it is recognized 
clearly by the authorities of both 
churches that the vast majority of 
children born to such marriages find 
their way into the Protestant 
Church. 

Again it is clear that the Catholic 
leaders know they are _ losing 


estants 
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ground when their people are 
placed on the same mental and so- 
cial level with the Protestants, as 
they discourage all they can the 
education of their young priests in 
the universities and seek to have 
them prepared only in the diocesan 
seminaries. In other words. Prot- 
estantism appeals to personal judg- 
ment and conviction, and therefore 
is stronger with the individual than 
Rodman Catholicism can possibly be, 
so its strength lies in its numbers 
and massiveness, 

Naturally these statistics, which 
have also been discussed at length 
in the standard book af Dr. Pieper, 
“Kirchliche Statistik,” have not 
escaped the attention of Catholic 
writers also. Among the discus- 
sions of these data from the Cath- 
olic side, probably the most impor- 
tant is that by the Jesuit father, H. 
Krose, in the Berlin “Germania 
(No. 26).” The bulk of the argu- 
ment is that the conversions to the 
Catholic Church from Protestant- 
ism have been imperfectly reported 
by the Catholic ecclesiastics, as the 
converts generally prefer not to 
have their change of faith adver- 
tised. He thus claims for a lead- 
ing Catholic diocese between 600 
and 700 converts in 1903, when 
only 240 were converted. Pastor 
Schneider draws attention to the 
fact that this and similar state- 
ments are only claims of certain 
persons furnished without any 
proof, while the data above are 
Government statistics—New York 
Observer, October 31, 1907. 

[This movement still continues to 
make steady progress in many Eu- 
ropean countries.—ED. } 
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Independent Polish Bishop. 


SCRANTON WELCOMES THE 

HOME. 

When Bishop Koslowski, of the In- 
dependent Polish Catholics, of Chica- 
go, died in the early part of this year, 
the ministers and laymen of that 
church, all of whom had come out of 
the Roman Catholic communion, elect- 
ed the Rey. Francis Hodur, of Scran- 
ton, Pa., to the vacant position. 

A few years ago Dr. Hodur, who 
had been the successful pastor of the 
largest Polish Roman Catholic church 
in Scranton, withdrew from the Ro- 
man Church, with his vast congrega- 
tion, and established an independent 
Polish church. Several other Polish 
congregations in Pennsylvania, head- 
ed by their priests, followed his ex- 
ample. Later he was elected Bishop 
of these independent churches, and 
when, a few months ago, he 
chosen as successor to Bishop Kos- 
lowski, of Chicago, the eastern and 
western churches thus becoming uni- 
ted, he proceeded to Holland to be 
consecrated Bishop according to the 
rite of the Old Church of that coun- 
try. 

The Scranton Daily Times, Octo- 
ber 12, 1907, in reporting the splendid 
reception accorded to Bishop Hodur 
by the Polish people on his return to 
America, said: 

Bishop Hodur, of the Polish Na- 
tional Church, arrived in Scranton 
last evening after several months’ ab- 
sence in Europe. aga 

He was met at the steamer pier in 
New York yesterday by a large dele- 
gation, and when the train reached 
Scranton a parade made up of a band, 
carriages and several socteties escort- 
ed him to his church on Locust street, 
South Scranton. 

3ishop Hodur announced to the 
assemblage in St. Stanislaus’ Church 


BISHOP 


was 
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that his consecration as Bishop took 
place on September 29 in the Old 
Catholic Church at Utrecht in Hol- 
land. It was performed by Arch- 
bishop Gul, of the diocese of Haar- 
lem, assisted by Bishop Spitt, of the 
diocese of Daventer. 

These two prelates are not of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, but of the 
Old Church of Holland. 

Bishop Hodur was elected Bishop 
at a synod composed of lay and min- 
isterial delegates in his church a few 
years ago, but he was not consecrated 
till last month. 

It was said that the nine independ- 
ent Polish churches which were un- 
der the jurisdiction of Bishop Kos- 
lowski, of Chicago, will combine with 
those under Bishop Hodur. Bishop 
Koslowski died early this year. 

Locust street, from the church to 
Pittston avenue, was lighted with 
Japanese lanterns. The societies in 
the parade were: ‘The Kosciusko 
Knights, the Obrona Ludu Society, 
the Renkodzielniki Society, the St. 
Stanislaus Society, the St. Mary and 
Sacred Heart Society of Scranton, 
the St. Michael Society, the St. Wo- 
jciech Society of Priceburg, the 
Wolne Polski Krakusy of Wilkes- 
Barre, the Bartosz Glowacki Society 
of Duryea, representatives of the 
Polish National Alliance and of the 
Sokol Athletic Association from 
Scranton, Priceburg, Duryea, Ply- 
mouth, Wilkes-Barre aud Nanticoke. 

At 8 o'clock the services were held 
at the church, at which the following 
were present: Rev. W. Gawrychow- 
ski, of Priceburg; Rev. Vincent 
Szumowski, of Wilkes-Barre; Rev. 
Joseph Zielonko, of Plymouth; Rev. 
S. Michiewicz, of Nanticoke; Rev. S. 
Cieckiewicz, of Duryea; Rev. Fathers 
Lawnicki and Ziembinski, of New 
Jersey. 

Rev. Dr. Szumowski, the Nestor of 
the Polish national clergy, preached 
the sermon, welcoming the Bishop in 
the name of the clergy as well as in 
the name of the people, and express- 
ing the joy felt by all at his home- 
coming. 





364 


The vocal music was very good, as 
the Frederick Chopin Singing So- 
ciety, directed by Prof J. J. Jablon- 
ski, had been especially preparing for 
the occasion ever since the Bishop’s 
departure. 

Bishop Hodur is a man of charac- 
ter and ability, greatly respected by 
all good people in Scranton. Of 
course, the ultramontanes and Papal 
agents who wish to keep the peo- 
ple in subjection do not love him, and 
will do all they can to hinder the 
work of progress and enlightenment 
among the Polish people. 

At the convention of priests and 
people when Dr. Hodur was chosen 
Bishop, one of the priests who as- 
sisted at that function, writing. to 
Tue CONVERTED CATHOLIC, said: 
“The convention of Scranton made a 
solemn declaration against Rome. It 
was unanimously voted to be away 
from Rome, and to declare, ‘Away 
with the Pope and with the Apostolic 
succession!’ We_ recognize 
Christ as the only head of the 
Church, the people constitute the 
Church, of which the Holy Scripture 
is the foundation. 


Jesus 


“The question of the celibacy of 
the clergy was discussed and the ma- 
jority were for its repudiation, but 
final decision left till 
synod.” 


was next 


Criminal Catholic Boys. 


Boys, between the ages of eleven 
and fourteen, who were inmates of 


the Convent of St. Agnes, Spar- 
kill, N. Y., set fire to the building 
They nearly succeeded 
in destroying it, and it was with 
some difficulty that the 600 children 


recently. 


sleeping in the building were got 


safely out. After confessing the 
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boys were sent to the Catholic 
Protectory at West Farms to await 
the action of the Grand Jury. 


Rome at Cornell. 


A press despatch from Cornell Col- 
lege, Ithaca, N. Y., said that 
Bishop McQuaid, of Rochester, had 
appointed Father James F. Winters 
as “Catholic chaplain for Cornell stu- 
dents,” and that the proposed Catho- 
lic chapel and lecture hall near the 
Cornell campus will soon be built. 
The statement is also made that this 
building will be open to “Catholics 
and non-Catholic students,” and that 
in it there will be “lectures in history, 
philosophy, and psychology, taught 
from the Catholic viewpoint in ac- 
cordance with the recent encyclical 
of the Pope.” It is satisfactory to 
know that the university authorities 
will not grant university credit for 
work done by the students at that 
hall. Bishop McQuaid probably 
hopes that this will come about later. 

Lectures on such historical sub- 
jects as the sale of Ireland to Henry 
II by Pope Adrian IV, the Thirty 
Years’ War, the Spanish Fury, the 
Massacre of St. Bartholomew, the 
equipment and sailing of the Invin- 
cible Armada, the Revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, would be interest- 
ing even if the modicum of accuracy 
should be small ; and if Cardinal Gib- 
bons, Archbishop Ireland, Arch- 
bishop Messmer, and Bishop Mc- 
Faul would give a course of lectures 
stating even only half the facts con- 
cerning “Successful and Unsuccess- 
Efforts to Meddle in 
American Politics,” the people of 
this nation would learn some things 
of which they know nothing now. 


ful Roman 
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REBELLIOUS PRIESTS. 

URRENT events occurring sim- 
Me ultaneously in many countries 
and which have been duly noted in 
this Magazine for several. months 
past, give evidence of the deep-seated 
rebellion against the spiritual and in- 
tellectual tyranny of the Papacy over 
the minds and hearts of the Roman 
Catholic people. This has found ex- 
pression in the words and action of 
some of the ablest and most cultured 
priests in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

In Europe the names of Father 
Tyrrell, the great English Jesuit, and 
on the continent Loisy, 
Schell, Murri and others, are on men’s 
tongues everywhere because of the 
heroic stand they have taken in the 
cause of spiritual liberty. 

Last year, in our own land, Rev. J. 
R. Slattery, formerly the head of St. 
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Seminary 
at Baltimore, an institution for the 
education of Negroes for the priest- 
hood, and one of the best priests in 
the Roman Church America, 
abandoned the priesthood in despair 
of any reform on the part of the Pa- 
pacy and has since retired into an at- 
mosphere of philosophic calm. He 
is a man of independent means, pro- 
vision having been made for him by 
the will of his father, who was a 
wealthy contractor in this city. 

Then, too, there is the brave priest, 
Rev. Jeremiah J. Crowley, formerly 


those of 


in 


of the Chicago diocese, who has made 
a noteworthy effort to remedy some 
of the evil things in the Roman sys- 
his book, “The Parochial 
School a Curse to the Church and a 
Menace to the Nation.” 


tem by 


So far as 
purifying the Papacy is concerned he 
has accomplished nothing, but has 


> 
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found that Father Slattery was quite 
right when he wrote to him these 
words: ‘There is no hope of reform- 
ing the Catholic Church.” 

The proper course before 
Father Crowley, as before the Jesuit 
Tyrrell and all these other men who 
find it impossible any longer to en- 
dorse the practices or accept the dog- 
mas of Rome is to follow the example 
set by thousands of Catholics every 
year, and come out of that Church. 
The words applied to Father Crowley 
a short time ago after his visit to Eng- 
land, by the London correspondent 
of the Northfield Record of Christian 
Work, apply with equal force to all 
those priestly rebels against Vatican 
tyranny and corruption. 


only 


This writer 
thus correctly states what is undoubt- 
edly the feeling of most Protestants 
towards these men: 

The great difficulty in the case has 
been that Father Crowley is still 
a Romanist, and appears to have 
every intention of continuing so. 
The sympathies of those he has met 
are, of course, with him in his efforts 
to sweep away the abuses he reveals. 
Nevertheless, it is quite evident that 
so long as he holds doctrines which 
to these sympathizers are subversive 
of New Testament religion, it is im- 
possible for them to regard him as 
they would, and support him as they 
would. If had out from 
Romanism—ultimately, perhaps, he 
may—he woulkl add tenfold to his 


” 


he come 





influence and power 
the Roman Catholic 
Church from within is an impossi- 
bility. God is not in that Church, and 
He will not bless any organization in 


lo “purge 


which His Son is made subordinate 
to created beings, and where such 
men as are depicted by Crowley can 
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Christ out of a wafer and 
usurp His power in the forgiveness 
of sins. Those, however, who try to 
bring good influence to bear upon 
that Church from without do see re- 
ward in the enlightenment and con- 
version of tens of thousands. Martin 
Luther, John Knox, Calvin and 
other reformers—the forerunners of 
hundreds of devoted workers down 
to our time—came out from it; and, 
being out, accomplished work both 
inside and outside its borders, the in- 
fluence of which will increase both in 
power and scope every year until 
every eye shall see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven. 


create 


Those rebellious Roman priests 
imagine that if they come out and be 
separate from that confusing mass of 
superstition, false doctrine and politi- 
cal chicanery that forms an essential 
part of Vaticanism, they will suffer 
persecution and ostracism. Father 
Tyrrell is excommunicated, and can- 
not receive the sacraments. Father 
Crowley is in the same condition ; and 
still calls 
himself a Roman Catholic priest, his 


notwithstanding that he 


standing among his co-religionists 
is not very good, since during a re- 
cent visit to his own town in Ireland 
he was mobbed by a large crowd of 
people, although his only object was 
to see a married sister. The police 
had great difficulty in shielding him 
from the mob, which included some 
of the prominent men of Dunman- 
away, Co. Cork. Several of the offi- 
cers were hurt by missiles thrown 
at Father Crowley, and when, after 
his the 
brought into court, though it was 
proved that they had threatened the 
priest’s life, all were discharged by 
the magistrates. 


departure, offenders were 
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The Excommunicated Priests. 

New York Independent, Nov. 28, 1907. 

First the Pope, in his Syllabus and 
Encyclical, gathered a long list of her- 
esies from Catholic writers, and con- 
demned the authors as Modernists. 
Then certain Italian liberal priests 
wrote an anonymous book in protest 
and reply. Next the Pope launched 
his excommunication against all those 
who had written or aided in writing 
the protest, and forbade it to be read, 
under penalty of excommunication. 
sut they refuse to be excommunicat- 
ed. L’/talie, a French Catholic jour- 
nal in Rome, prints an interview with 
one of the authors of the book, and 
asks him how they take the excom- 
munication. The reply is interesting 
as showing the somewhat shifty 
course to which, in a case of perse- 
cution, men are driven. He was 
asked if he had said mass since read- 
ing the excommunication. “Why 
not?” said he; “the excommunication 
does not worry me. The Encyclical is 
not an infallible document, simply di- 
rective and deserves respect, but the 
respondents had a perfect right to 
correct its errors. In the Encyclical 
the Pope accuses us of errors we have 
never held, charged against books he 
has never read. The decision against 
us is of an angry and misjudging ver- 
dict and is a nullity. The decree has 
no value, since it is based on a false 
and erroneous examination, and is a 
stroke of lightning that hits nobody. 
He has named nobody, and con- 
science is tranquil. If in conscience I 
believe the Pope ill-informed, de- 
ceived by his entourage, and that thus 
he excommunicates me unjustly, then 
I consider the att as not done, and I 
continue to say mass and consider 
myself still a member of the Church 
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I love and which I honor more than 
do those intriguers who surround the 
Pope and misinform him. We appeal 
from the Pope misinformed to the 
Pope better informed. His passion- 
ate sentence against us is plainly un- 
just, since the Pope attributes to us 
doctrines and ideas which we have 
never dreamed of holding. Thus the 
excommunication does not touch us. 
Our conscience is at peace, and we 
shall say mass every day and follow 
it with a prayer for the Pope, that the 
Lord will clear his mind and free him 
from those enemies who surround 
him and abuse his good faith. He is 
in the condition of the Emperor of 
Germany, who was surrounded by 
that camarilla and did not know that 
he was governed by them, but who 
has now been delivered by one man’s 
courage from their control. So we 
pray for some one who will plunge 
the Pope into a Pool of Siloam, where 
the angel will cleanse him of the 
prejudices against the Modernists 
from which he suffers.” 


—___.————_____ 


Rome and the Press. 


The syndicate writer, “Marquise de 
Fontenoy,” who contributes articles 
to several papers about more or less 
prominent people in Europe and this 
country, shows such a decided leaning 
towards the Roman Catholic Church 
that he needs watching. 

His communications are accepted 
by papers of such high character as 
the New York Tribune, the Philadel- 
phia Press, and others of similar 
standing. More even than the other 
“friends of Rome” in the daily press, 
who handle the truth carelessly to 
make a Jesuitical point, this syndicate 
writer misrepresents the facts. 

In THe ConverTED CATHOLIC for 
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April, 1905, under the caption, “Lord 
O’Hagan’s Family—Rome’s Infa- 
mous Lies,” the Editor of this Maga- 
zine produced extensive documentary 
evidence showing the falsity of this 
writer’s assertion that the late Lord 
O’Hagan, who died in South Africa 
in the Boer war, was “reconciled” to 
the Roman Church before his death. 

Would it be believed that two years 
later this writer would send to the 
same papers the identical statement, 
the falsity of which—in the form 
printed—was then shown up—sixty- 
six lines of the matter being copied 
word for word from the first commu- 
nication? Yet so it was, and when 
called to account for this flagrant vio- 
lation of the canons of ordinary de- 
cency, this writer rests his sole claim 
to the justification of his conduct 
upon the fact that before his words 
foully libelling a dead man he had 
inserted the phrase “it is said,” on 
the strength of rumors circulated by 
Roman Catholic priests. 

Roman Catholic journalists and lit- 
erary men who have little personal 
interest in Christianity should not be 
allowed to boom the Papacy in 
respectable daily papers, or publish 
false statements under the protection 
of “it is said.” 

One of our good subscribers in 
New York, a member of one of the 
old families of the city, on renewing 
the subscription last month, said: 

“I have no patience with that 
Roman Catholic religion. When 
those people minded their own busi- 
ness I had nothing to say about them. 
But now they spend their time inter- 
fering in our business in every way. 
You are doing a good work in sav- 
ing our country from such people.” 
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Greetings From Friends. ty 


Good wishes of the most cordial na- 
ture continue to come to Christ's 
Mission from dear friends, many of 
them converted priests who have been 


; guests of the Mission, on the bright 


prospects of the work to be accom- 
plished in.the new headquarters. The 
Rev. A. H. Lambert writes from Mar- 
seilles, France, where he is bravely 
endeavoring to repair the damage to 


the faith. of the French people 
wrought by the Roman Church 


‘ through its bishops and priests. The 


seed of the Gospel must be planted 
there anew, and Brother Lambert is 
one of the divinely appointed agents 
to do the work well. Since he left the 
Roman Catholic priesthood and the 


, Redemptorist Order and came to 


, the 
_ Catholics. 


Christ’s Mission in 1894 he has been 
a zealous and successful worker for 
evangelization the Roman 
Brother Lambert writes: 


of 


Marseilles, France, 
November I1, 1907. 
My Dear Brother O’Connor:—I 
wish you the greatest success in the 


‘ new place for Christ’s Mission. With 
‘ regard to your work, it is when one 


finds himself in such a place as this 
French city that one sees the good of 
it. 

I hope the friends of the Mission 
will give largely of their means to en- 


: large and increase its sphere of in- 


Christ’s Mission has had 
good results, and with the Lord’s 
blessing will continue to progress in 
its work if untrammeled by financial 
difficulties. 


fluence. 


May God always bless 


“ and prosper the Mission and you, 


too. With best greetings, 
Gratefully yours, 


A. H. LAMBERT. 
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The Rev. T. V. Jakimowicz, the 
Polish priest who came to Christ’s 
Mission from his parish in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1896, writes from Chicago in 
a thankful spirit for the interest 
Christ’s Mission has taken’ in the 
Polish people who are coming out of 
Rome. Paul Pollach, M, D., who 
came to Christ’s Mission in 1893, a 
learned priest, also sends loving 
greetings from Chicago. 

& 

The Rey. George Norcross, D.D., 
the Nestor of Presbyterianism in the 
Cumberland Valley, sends loving 
greetings from Carlisle, Pa. And the 
beloved Dr. James Harper, professor 
emeritus of Xenia College, Ohio, writ- 
ing under date of November 25, says: 

My Dear Friend:—Herewith find 
enclosed my subscription for 1908. 

As often before, I congratulate you 
on the excellence of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC and the wisdom as well as 
boldness with which you combat the 
Papal system. 

I hope you may find your new 
headquarters conducive to your aims. 
I should like to see the debt removed, 
and am hoping to see many friends 
coming to your aid. 

Sincerely your friend, 
JAMES HARPER. 

For more than twenty years Dr. 
Harper has been coming to our aid 
by his sympathy, prayers and gifts, 
and it will keep us all young in the 
work, including himself, if his hopes 
for the payment of the debt on the 
Mission are realized. 

& 

A booklet giving details of the work 
of the Mission will be sent to many 
friends this month. May their gener- 
ous hearts respond to the appeal to 
sustain the Mission in its urgent need 
at this time. They will be happier for 
so doing this Christmas season, and 
they will strengthen the hands and 
lighten the burden incidental to this 
important and necessary work, 
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Bits of Correspondence. 


A professor in one of our western 
colleges with the good name of Mc- 
‘Carthy in a recent letter said: “Here 
is a dollar for THe ConvERTED CaTH- 
oLic for the coming year. I wish I 
could send 50,000 of them. You and 
your noble co-workers have our 
warmest thanks for the light you are 
throwing on the dark deeds and doc- 
trines of Romanism.” 

2 

From Detroit, Mich.:—You can do 
and are doing (through THE Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLIc and in Christ’s 
Mission) what many who are just 
as staunch and loyal, and just as wide 
awake to present dangers, could not 
do, if at all—certainly not nearly as 
well. W. M. S. 

a 

From Philadelphia:—The Baron- 
ess Von Zedtwitz’s book “The Double 
Doctrine of the Church of Rome” 
contains startling disclosures cer- 
tainly; and in such concise form that 
I wish you would send me four more 
copies for circulation among friends. 

I remember you and your work 
before the throne of grace, and be- 
lieve our God will not fail you nor 
forsake you, and that He will con- 
tinue to show His good pleasure by 
crowning your efforts with success. 

Yours for His Gospel’s sake, 


E. T. S. 
& 


From New England:—Those brief 
items, personal mention and semi- 
personal letters are an important 
feature of THE CONVERTED 
~ OLIc, 

A leading Catholic to whom I sent 
a copy of the magazine went into a 
* paroxysm of rage when he read it. 
The idea of preserving and reprint- 


CaTH- 
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ing articles is. good. 
articles 


There are 
in THE CONVERTED CaTH- 
OLIc that you ought to republish in 
the magazine annually. I remember 
especially the statement by a young 
Irishman of his conversion. The 
Papal position is fixed. Its canons 
and formulas age stereotyped; and 
when a good answer or refutation is 
made it should be stereotyped and 
republished, 
Distribution of these answers and 
refutations where the Paulists and 
other priests are holding missions 
is the great thing needed. The 
great book by the matchless polemic, 
Chillingworth, should be abridged 
and published in leaflets and scattered 
like the autumn leaves. C...E. 


& 


New York State :—Please 
send THe CONVERTED CATHOLIC to 
a friend at Augusta, Ga. I see 
that Bishop Keily of Savannah, Ga., 
advises his people to obey the laws 
of the Church before those of the 
State, so I think there is need of the 
magazine in Georgia. 

The style in which Bishop Mc- 
Cabe’s letter to the Pope is written 
amuses me. I would like to have 
seen the Pope’s face when he read it. 

I have sent my magazine out as a 
missionary to different persons. A 
woman living near us, a member of a 
Catholic family, and one whom we 
supposed to be strong in the ‘faith,’ 
is reading the magazine with inter- 
est. I now regret that I did not take 
it to her sooner. I wanted to, but 
feared to anger her. What cowards 
we are! May God spare your life 
many years to pursue your chosen 
work. H. V. Q. 


From 
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Dr. Parkhurst’s Parallel. 


The Rev. Charles H. Parkhurst, 
D.D., pastor of the Madison Square 
Presbyterian Church, New York, 
preached an ‘eloquent sermon on 
“The Expansive Power of Life,” 
on a recent Sunday, from which we 
take the following paragraphs: 


The immensity of the life that 
was in the soul of Jesus did not ad- 
mit of its being cramped within the 
limitations of the Judaistic prohibi- 
tion. Soul is itself the measure of 
its authority and of its prerogatives. 
It is the expanding life of the un- 
hatched bird that shatters its con- 
fining shell, and the principle holds 
everywhere from the swelling and 
bursting wheat grain to the emanci- 
pation wrought out in the spirit of 
the Son of God. That is what “lib- 
erty” means as the word stands 
written on the pages of the Gospel. 
It does not mean at all exemption 
from the authority of law; it means 
obedience, but obedience to the law 
of a renewed mind, obedience to the 
statutes that the soul has itself en- 
acted for itself under the impulse 
of the God-soul that has lodged it- 
self in the human soul—law where 
the legislative process proceeds 
from within outward instead of 
from without inward. That is what 
we have to understand by the trans- 
ition from Judaism to Christian- 
as se 

In the earlier part of Christ’s 
ministry. He seemed trying to keep 
in with the old traditional methods. 
He frequented the synagogue and 
preached there. He took care to 
link His instruction as closely as 
He could to the inherited doctrines 
brought down from the old days. 

sut it was not a success. He be- 
gan soon to criticise those doctrines. 
It was not a great while before he 
ceased to find himself comfortably 
at home in the synagogue. After a 
little the mountain and the boat 
moored alongside the shore of Gen- 


nesaret had to furnish him a pulpit. 
The wheat grain is beginning to 
crack under the pressure of the 
swelling life it contains. There is a 
rent in the old wine skin under the 
crowding of the fresh fermentation. 

The same scene was enacted in 
the life work of Luther and of the 
reformers who preceded him. It 
was not at all their thought, at the 
outset, to break with the papacy. 
But the development of reform 
ideas and the enlarged spiritual con- 
ceptions and life that those ideas 
fostered became expanded to such 
a degree that the hard limitations of 
the papacy were insufficient for the 
strain. The new wine burst the old 
wine skin and Protestantism set it- 
self forth as a distinct cult, a life 
throbbing with too intense a spirit 
to be containable within the en- 
slaving grip of Roman Catholic 
shackles. 


The parallel instituted by Dr. 
Parkhurst between the mission of 
Christ “to the Jew first” and their 
rejection of Him and His Gospel 
and the career of Martin Luther is 
a striking one. 

Luther sought to reform the 
Church of which he was a priest, but 
Popes and prelates would not heed 
him; and he turned to the people 
and said: “Let us come out of that 
Babylon, and worship God in spirit 
and in truth. The just shall live 
by faith and not by papistical works 
and ceremonies!” 





A friend in Montreal, Can., writes 
us, calling THe CONVERTED CATH- 
OLIC an estimable educative and really 
Christian Magazine. He adds: “I 
would not be without it for three 
times its cost, and I always look for- 
ward to its coming. W. P.” 





wet 


Jot 
his 
cer 
wa 
vot 


res 


Ric 
an 
tio: 


pec 
ish 
an} 
chi 
col 
the 
we 
ter 
the 
of 

on 
wo 
an 
pul 


so 
cer 
cas 
sch 


tha 
age 
the 
in 

op 
col 
che 
tut 
vot 
Ca 
ter 
tio! 





The Converted Catholic. 


The School Question. 


At Middletown, Conn., a_ few 
weeks ago, the proposition of the 
Rev. Dr. Donovan, rector of St. 
John’s Roman Catholic Church, that 
his parish parochial school be ac- 
cepted for public school purposes 
was rejected by a majority of 291 
votes in the special city election. 
The total vote was 934 against the 
resolution and 653 for it. 

Acting President William M. 
Rice of Wesleyan University issued 
an appeal for defeat of the proposi- 
tion, saying in part: 

The public school system, as we 
people of New England have cher- 
ished. it for generations, is free from 
any denominational or ecclesiastical 
character. It would probably not 
conflict with any State law if all 
the teachers of a particular school 
were members of a convent or sis- 
terhood and appeared in school in 
the characteristic garb or uniform 
of their order, but it is obvious at 
once that a school so administered 
would have a very different spirit 
and character from the traditional 
public school of New England. 

As to the matter of the “garb,” 
so far as New York State is con- 
cerned, the the 
case shows its use in a 
school to be illegal. 


Lima 
public 


decision in 


While it is satisfactory to know 
that the crafty scheme of the Papal 
agents in Middletown was defeated, 
the fact that 653 votes were cast 
in support of their plan should 
open the eyes of all lovers of their 
country to the menace to our most 
cherished public and political insti- 
tutions contained in “the Catholic 
vote.” However “good” individual 
Catholics may be, when any mat- 
ter affecting their Church is in ques- 
tion, as in this instance, the com- 
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mands of the priest will be obeyed. 

The Hartford Courant, one of the 
leading papers in Connecticut, said in 
an editorial under the heading, “The 
Right Decision” : 


The people of Middletown did 
wisely in voting down the proposal 
to take a sectarian school into the 
public school system. It matters 
not whether the school to be taken 
was Roman Catholic or Episcopal 
or Congregational or Baptist. If it 
is a sectarian school it departs in 
consequence from the public school, 
and it cannot be treated as one. 
One does not need a very active im- 
agination to picture to himself what 
would come if the custom of taking 
such schools into the public system, 
at state and municipal expense, 
were once entered into. There 
might be log-rolling at first among 
the different elements each to help 
the other to some of the public 
funds, but in a short time it would 
be a race between them as to which 
should have the most, contentions 
that this or that was getting too 
much, and discord invited in under 
the guise of religious interest. The 
Middletown situation has apparent- 
ly been badly muddled, but the out- 
come is decidedly satisfactory. The 
question should never have been 
allowed to upset the whole com- 
munity. It is: at least possible, 
among people who are ordinarily 
human, that more ill feeling has 
been developed there in a few days 
than can be disposed of in as many 
months. But a better final adjust- 
ment will be reached now than if 
the project had been indorsed at 
the polls. It is disposed of now. 





New York State:—Your 
Magazine in my opinion is doing 


From 


more good than any other publication 
in the United States. 
E. D. C. 
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GERALDINE DE LISLE; OR, TRIED AND TRUE. 
CHAPTER XV. 


A DOLEFUL CAPTIVITY. 

The short winter’s day was drawing to a close, as Geraldine left the 
small town of Ballymore, for the weary stage of sixteen miles which lay 
between her and Kilconnel Glebe. Worn out by fatigue and excitement, 
she wrapped herself up as warmly as possible, and resigned herself to the 
rest she so sorely needed. How long she had been asleep she knew not. 
Suddenly she was aroused by the stopping of the chaise, and the sound of 
voices in loud altercation with the driver. She feared that some accident 
had befallen the horse or vehicle, the darkness preventing her seeing what 
had occurred. She was about to put her head out of the window to ask 
what was the matter, when the carriage again moved slowly onward. Just 
as she was beginning to feel assured that all was right she became again 
alarmed by hearing a gate locked in the rear, and the sound of the horse’s 
feet on a gravelled path. She fancied that the driver had mistaken the 
way, and was taking her to the house of a stranger, so she called aloud to 
him to stop. The only reply was some smart strokes of his whip adminis- 
tered to his steed, thereby so increasing its speed that Geraldine felt it 
would be madness to alight. Hearing another, car following, she turned 
and dimly discerned the figures of two men closely muffled up. Surely, she 
thought, there must be some party at the house towards which she was 
driving. Feeling the extreme awkwardness of the situation occasioned by 
the stupidity or intoxication of the driver, she wondered how she could con- 
trive to check his further progress. Suddenly they drew up in front of an 
imposing-looking edifice ; the door of the carriage was opened by one of the 
muffled figures, and a familiar voice exclaimed: 

“T have the pleasure of welcoming you, Miss De Lisle, to your future 
home. Allow me the honor of handing you out,” offering his arm for the 
purpose. Seeing the look of intense astonishment in Geraldine’s counte- 
nance, he continued sarcastically : 

“As it is dark, I suppose you do not recognize old acquaintances, so 
I must re-introduce myself as Mr. Granville.” 

“I do not understand what you mean,” replied poor Geraldine, as soon 
as she recovered from her amazement. “I am going to my friends at Kil- 
connel Glebe, and the driver has made some extraordinary mistake in bring- 
ing me here. I did all I could to make him hear, but he seems deaf, so I 
shall be obliged if you send him to me for directions.” 

“There is no mistake whatever,” said Mr. Granville sternly, “so you 
may make up your mind to submit. Your destiny is in my hands, and it 
is my intention that-you shall never return to your heretic friends; so put 
that idea at once out of your head.” 

“What right or authority have you over me?” inquired Geraldine 
boldly, though she trembled in every nerve. 


“T have the authority of the Church, of which you are a lapsed mem- 
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ber, to use every means in my power to bring you back to the true fold. 
For that purpose | have long had you under my surveillance, little as you 
suspected it. You defied me in your last situation, but you will find to your 
cost that, though a staunch friend to those who deserve it, I am a relentless 
enemy to all recusants from the true faith. But you need not be alarmed. 
I am only going to place you in this quiet retreat, where you will have 
abundance of leisure to repent of your evil ways, and will be restrained 
from contaminating others with your pernicious views. You may as well 
quietly yield to your fate. You see, I can use compulsion if necessary,” 
pointing to the bystanders, “but for your own sake, I would recommend 
you not to compel me to have recourse to violent measures.” 

“And is there no one,” exclaimed the poor girl, looking appealingly at 
the other men, “who will take my part, and prevent me from being forced 
into a convent against my wishes?” 

At this juncture the door opened, and the mother abbess appeared with a 
light to receive her expected guests. Poor Geraldine was filled with despair. 
She felt that further remonstrance was useless, and submitted to her fate 
without another word. After a whispered consultation, the superior, accom- 
panied by Mr. Granville, conducted their prisoner along a narrow passage 
into a small apartment in a remote corner of the nunnery. Turning to 
Geraldine, Mr. Granville said: 

“IT will now leave you to the care of the reverend mother for a season, 
in the hope that a little reflection, added to the instructions you will re- 
ceive from her lips, will produce a salutary effect upon your mind. Remem- 
ber that your detention in this place depends upon your docility of con- 
duct ; and therefore lies in your own power. I shall return in a few days to 
receive your final answer, so ponder seriously meanwhile.” 

Then, bowing triumphantly, he quitted the chamber, accompanied by 
the lady superior. 

Poor Geraldine sank on the floor, completely stunned by the sudden 
and terrible calamity which had befallen her. Driven from her home; all 
her relatives gone; penniless—this was bad enough. -To fall into the hands 
of cruel and unscrupulous tyrants, such as the heads of conventual estab- 
lishments, filled her with still deeper alarm. She could only clasp her hands 
together and exclaim in the bitterest anguish: “O Lord, I am oppressed: 
undertake for me! Lord, save me, or I perish!” 

In about an hour the lady superior entered with some refreshment, 
and, to Geraldine’s great relief, spoke civilly to her, making no remark up- 
on religious subjects, but advising her te go to bed at once, as she looked 
fatigued. Next day she brought her an early breakfast, and gave her per- 
mission to walk in the convent garden when the “sisters” were otherwise 
engaged; at the same time strictly forbidding her to speak to any she might 
chance to meet. Some religious books and plain needlework were left 
with her, and she was requested to occupy her leisure time in study and 
meditation. 

For some days Geraldine had little to complain of, except that she was 
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obliged to listen to long strictures against the Reformed faith, from the 
mother abbess and the priest who attended as confessor to the nuns, and 
who wearied her on the one hand by perpetual eulogiums of the piety of 
the Romish fraternities and sisterhoods ; and, on the other, exasperated her 
by the grossest calumnies against Luther and other great Reformers. She 
knew that argument was useless, and generally listened in silence. Her 
demeanor showed her gaolers that she was unwavering in her opinions. 
They then began to lose patience, and try severer treatment.. Her diet was 
reduced to the coarsest fare. She was denied the privilege of exercise in the 
open air, and her task of needle-work was considerably increased. More- 
over, the tones of the mother abbess, at first so mild and bland, became 
stern and threatening. It was quite plain that her enemies were determined 

> “press the siege; yet so far from wavering, her inward strength and 
courage daily increased. 

One evening, about an hour after tea, there was an imperative knock 
at her door. Upon opening it, she beheld the dreaded Mr. Granville. Seat- 
ing himself, he observed that she was not looking the better for her cap- 
tivity, and that evidently solitary confinement did not suit her. He hoped, 
therefore, that due reflection, with the instruction she had received since 
her sojourn in the convent, had produced its proper effect, and that she had 
made up her mind to renounce her errors, and submit herself to the author- 
ity of the Church. If she did so, he was authorized, not only to restore 
her to liberty, but also to put her into immediate possession of the fortune 
which she had forfeited by her apostasy. 

Geraldine’s eyes flashed indignantly, as she replied: “Do not think to 
bribe me into a denial of what I firmly believe to be the truth! God forbid 
I should be guilty of cowardice and hypocrisy. I have not in the least al- 
tered my opinions, nor intend to do so, with the help of God!” 

“Miss De Lisle,” replied Mr. Granville sternly, “be warned before it 
is too late. I am leaving to-morrow, and this is the last opportunity you 
will have of recovering your liberty. Once I am gone, your fate is sealed. 
You may repent, sooner or later, of your errors, and thereby save your 
soul, but you will never, in any case, leave this place. Don’t flatter yourself 
that your friends will find out where you are. Few know of the existence 
of this establishment; and, even if they did, we have abundant resources 
for baffling detection. As for Sir Arthur Fitzgerald, on whom you prob- 
ably are relying for help, he is at present amusing himself in South Amer- 
ica; and is too good a Catholic, even if he were at home, to waste his 
affections on an obdurate heretic.” 

The eyes of the Jesuit gleamed with malignant triumph, as he noticed 
the color which crimsoned her cheek at this cruel taunt. To his disap- 
pointment, this last arrow in his quiver failed to pierce her shield of faith. 
W ith calm dignity she answered: 

“Mr. Granville, thanks be to God, my trust is not in an arm of flesh, 
but in the living God! However impossible it may seem to you, He can, 
if He sees fit, rescue me from my enemies 

“And, if not,” inquired the Jesuit with a sneer, “you are ready, I sup- 
pose, to go to the stake, in support of your heretical opinions?” 

“Many weak women have done so before,” resolutely replied the un- 
daunted girl; “and weak as I am, I feel convinced that if the Lord called me 
to such suffering for His name’s sake, He would give me the same support 
and strength that they received. Now they are before the throne with 
palms of victory in their hands, and have no more sorrow or pain; but woe 
to those who imbrued their hands in their blood!” 

(To be Continued.) 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


SEVENTH SERIES, 
XII. 


331 West 57TH St., New York, DECEMBER, 1907. 

Sir:—In my last letter I told you of the work of Christ’s Mission 
and what a blessing it has been to many Catholics, priests and people, who 
have outgrown the fables, the legendary tales and superstitions that had 
been imposed on them by your Church as the truths of Christianity. In 
the October letter I set forth the antidote to Romanism in the Gospel of 
Christ, and quoted freely from John Bunyan’s exposition of the religion of 
the Bible in his immortal allegory, “The Pilgrim’s Progress.” In those two 
letters I endeavored to make the way of salvation by faith in Christ so 
plain and clear that even Catholics who had been left in ignorance of the 
divine truths could understand what God had done for their souls and how 
they could approach Him and be blessed by Him. All through the years 
in whichI have been engaged in the work of Christ’s Mission, this has been 
the keynote of my preaching and writing—and the efforts to make plain 
the Word of God and His way of salvation, and to clear away the rub- 
bish that has accumulated in the dogmas of your Church have not been 
in vain. Many priests and people have been converted to the truth. 

In this letter, Cardinal, the last of this year, as it appears in the last 
number of the Twenty-fourth Volume of THe Convertep Cartuotic, | 
shall also refer to Christ’s Mission and relate some of the experiences con- 
nected with the work. This Magazine, indeed, is an outgrowth of the work 
of the Mission. In the second number of the publication, issued in Decem- 
ber, 1883, appeared a letter to Roman Catholics in which I said: 

My Dear Friends :—Every Sunday I preach to a congregation of Ro- 
man Catholics, converted Catholics, and Protestants in New York City; 
and as I have been so engaged for a good many years, their continual 
attendance is good evidence that what I say benefits them. If I did not 
preach something that would help them to be better men and women in 
their every-day life, and that holds out to them the hope of a life of eter- 
nal happiness with God hereafter, they would not come to hear me. Now 
it seems to me that if a way should open by which I could reach thousands 
instead of hundreds, I ought to use it for the glory of God and the sal- 
vation of souls. Such an opening presents itself in this Magazine, and I shall 
usé’a few pages of it every month, not to preach formal sermons but to give 
the substance of what I preach. That is the sole object I have in view in 
these letters to you, my Catholic brethren, and I ask you to read them with 
as much candor and honesty as I hope to exercise, by God’s grace, in writ- 
ing them. 

After referring to my early education in Ireland, I continued in that 
first letter : 

From St. Brendan’s Seminary, Killarney, I was sent by my parents 
to the Seminary of St. Sulpice, in Paris, where nearly all the distinguished 
ecclesiastics of France have been educated. After a long visit to my par- 
ents I came to America and finished my studies for the priesthood in St. 
Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, also a Sulpitian institution, where I was or- 
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dained sub-deacon and deacon, in June, 1870. A few months later I was or- 
dained a Roman Catholic priest in Chicago, and continued to officiate as a 
priest of that diocese until I-renounced the priesthood and left the Church of 
Rome in 1878, after I had found that its doctrines and practices were con- 
trary to the Scriptures, and that in all its ceremonies and sacraments I 
had no certainty, no assurance, that my sins were forgiven, though I went 
to confession regularly to my brother priests and said mass daily. 


I concluded that first letter as follows: 

As I had been a priest, and the Roman Catholic people had respected 
and honored me, and I love them dearly, I have devoted my life to teach- 
ing them a better and a surer way of salvation than I knew myself as a 
priest or could preach to them while officiating at the altars of Rome. 

That was written twenty-four years ago, Cardinal,—I came to New York 
in 1879—and I give thanks to Almighty God who has preserved my life all 
these years that He has kept me in the same mind and with the same heart 
in my attitude toward the Catholic people in the work I have been doing 
ever since. 

Thus Christ’s Mission led to the publication of THe CoNvertep CaTH- 
otic. Even before the Magazine was established I had utilized the mate- 
rial gathered in preparation for my sermons in a series of letters to Cardinal 
McCloskey of this city, your predecessor as “a prince of the Church” in 
this country. These letters appeared in the New York Weekly Witness, 
and were read by many Catholics and excited much interest. Our preach- 
ing services during those early years were held in the large hall of Masonic 
Temple, but in 1891 Christ’s Mission entered upon a career of larger use- 
fulness and more concentrated work in its own building in West Twenty- 
first Street. When the Mission was incorporated according to the laws of 
the State of New York, some unexpected difficulties were encountered. 
From its inception the work had been evangelical and undenominational, 
as it is now, and as it was not under the patronage of any ecclesiastical body 
or sustained by any Church—a condition which continues, and I hope will 
continue—only the divine guidance could have brought us safely through 
the snares and pitfalls set for us by Rome’s many agents in and out of that 
Church. For several months we could not get the work incorporated. 
The law of the State required that a religious or missionary society should 
be approved by one of the justices of the Supreme Court, and as the first 
draft of our form of incorporation bore the title, “Christ’s Mission for the 
Conversion of Roman Catholics,” we could not get a judge of the court to 
endorse it, though two to whom we applied were Protestants. In my dilem- 
ma I went to see the Rev. Dr. Howard Crosby, pastor of the Fourth Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church and Chancellor of the New York University, who 
had manifested an interest in our work. Dr. Crosby was also the president 
of the Society for the Prevention of Vice (a position now held by Rev. Dr. 
Charles H. Parkhurst), and in many respects was one of the foremost min- 
isters and citizens of New York. Though I knew that Dr. Crosby, like Dr. 
John Hall, of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, and many other min- 
isters, wished Godspeed to the work we were doing, I did not wish to 
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trouble them in our trials and difficulties. Not having been commissioned 
by them to undertake the work and receiving no salary or support from 


Presbytery or Conference or Synod, I felt like that old poet, Byrd, of the 
year 1588, who wrote: 


My mind to me a kingdom is; 
Such perfect joy therein I find, 
As far exceeds all earthly bliss, 
That God and Nature hath assigned. 
Though much I want that most would have, 
Yet still my mind forbids to crave. 


But when I laid the case before Dr. Crosby and told him we could not 
get our Mission incorporated, as the judges objected to our title, one of 
them saying it wotld be offensive to the Roman Catholics, he expressed in- 
dignation at their cowardice. “Why,” said he, “should not you have your 
Mission for the conversion of your brethren when we have societies for the 
conversion of the Jews, for temperance work, for Bible study and other 
good objects to which many persons might object.” I said it seemed to be 
different where Roman Catholics were concerned. 


“Please tell me,” said he, “what you mean by the conversion of Ro- 
man Catholics?” 

The question took me by surprise, and I blurted out, “Why, Dr. Cros- 
by, I mean by their conversion, to bring them nearer to’God, nearer to 
Christ.” 

“Not only should you have your society for that purpose,” said he; 
“but. if anyone will organize a society for the conversion of Presbyterians 
in that sense, I will join it.” 

Dr. Crosby gave me a letter of introduction to Judge Noah Davis, who 
had just retired from the Supreme Court after twenty-eight years’ service 
as chief justice, and though Judge Davis said he would have given his ap- 
proval if still on the bench, by his advice the title was changed to “Christ’s 
Mission,” and was then approved by Judge Donahue, a Roman Catholic. 

So the Mission has lived and grown all these years, Cardinal, and now 
it is established in the best location for its purpose in this city As it has 
been supported solely by voluntary contributions, without personal solici- 
tation or importunity, there might have been larger development and more 
good accomplished if adequate means had been forthcoming. But much 
has been done, and I hope and trust additional funds will now be furnished 
by the Christian friends who have sustained it, and the new friends who 
may become interested in the work it can do in its new quarters. I can- 
not look to you, Cardinal, or to your friends in or out of your Church, for 
relief from the additional burden imposed on the Mission by its transfer to 
such a suitable location—though when I referred to the needs of the Mis- 
sion on a previous occasion and suggested that you ought to send me one 
hundred dollars, a friend in New Orleans, a man of God, took your place 
and sent me the amount. But if I cannot expect a contribution from you, 
I can and do remember that “hitherto hath the Lord helped us,” and His 





378 The Converted Catholic. 


people are the stewards of His gifts. I have devoted my life to this work, 
and the Lord has blessed it, even while He has made my home desolate. I 
have no one to inherit my possessions or to perpetuate my name. Woodlawn 
Cemetery in this city has in its soft embrace the mortal remains of my four 
children. But we shall meet them by and by in the Father’s house. Mean- 
time I have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, who doeth all 
things well; and as He has cared for me and my co-workers all these years, 
so I believe He will care for Christ’s Mission and raise up friends for it in its 


enlarged opportunities. 
year. 


Yours truly, 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 
Specially designed for the enlightenment of 
Roman Catholics and their conversion 
to Evangelical Christianity. 


JAMES A. O'CONNOR, Pustisuer, 
331 West 57th St., New York. 


Subscription, per Year 


Entered at the Post Office, New York, as second- 
class matter. 


——— 


Renewal of Subscriptions. 


In common with all other publica- 
tions, THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
has to pay its bills before the New 
Year, to avoid unpleasant complica- 
tions. Hence it will be a great favor 
if subscribers will be prompt in their 
renewals this month. 


— 


‘*‘The Great Conflict: Christ and 
Anti-Christ.’’ 


The last few remaining copies of 
this curious and interesting book 
(250 pp.) published thirty years ago 
by the Methodist Book Concern have 
come into our hands. The writer, the 
Rev. H. Loomis, is a deep student of 
prophecy of the school that regards 
the Pope or the Papacy as the Anti- 
Christ. The price of the work is 
$1.00; but it will be sent free for one 
new subscriber to THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. 


Farewell, Cardinal, this Christmas time—until next 


James A. O’Connor. 


Books as Presents. 


The attention of readers who may 
wish to select presents—especially for 
young people—is directed to some of 
the books named in the advertising 
pages of this Magazine. 

For a family no more welcome gift 
could be made than “The History of 
Protestantism,” by Dr. Wylie, with 
its profusion of excellent illustrations. 

“The Scarlet Woman” and “The 
Woman of Babylon” are thrilling 
stories—but not half so sensational as 
many of the things being done every 
day in the convents and similar insti- 
tutions the evils of which these books 
are written to expose. All the other 
books are equally good. 


From Iowa:—I wish to continue to 
read THe CoNVeERTED CATHOLIC to 
keep my mind clear, so that I may not 
think too highly of the Roman Catholic 
Church. —. & os 


Christ’s Mission Work. 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I give and bequeath to Christ's Mission, organized 
ia the City of New York, the sum of §............. 
to be applied to the uses and purposes of said Mission 

All communications can be addressed to 
Albert B. King, President; George A. 
Hampton, Treasurer; or James A. O’Connor, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees, at the 
Mission House,331 West 57th St., New York. 
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Che New Christ's Mission Building 
No. 331 West 57th Street, New York 


(New York Tribune, November 30, 1907) 
connection with 
the opening of the new Christ’s Mis- 
sion building, No. 331 West Fifty- 
seventh street, New York, will be 
held on Sunday, December 8, 1907, 
when the Rev. David James Bur- 
rell, D.D., of the Marble Collegiate 
Reformed Church, will preach the 
sermon and the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor, the founder and director 
of the Mission, will give a history of 
the work from its inception in 1879 
and an account of its scope and its 
prospects for the future in the new 
and enlarged building that has been 
secured in this central location, 
Services will also be held in the 
Mission at 7.45 P. M. during the fol- 
lowing week, December 9-13, when 


The services in 


addresses will be delivered by Rev. J. 
Ross Stevenson; D.D., of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church; the 
Rev. R. S. MacArthur, D.D., of Cal- 
vary Baptist Church; the Rev, Geo. 


E. Strobridge, D.D., Washington 
Square Methodist Episcopal Church; 
Right Rev. Bishop Sabine, D.D.; 
Rev. Joseph Sanderson, D.D.; Rev. 
Dr. Asa Blackburn, Church of 
the Strangers; Rev, Henry Kenning, 
and other pastors of New York City 
representing the various denomina- 
tions, 

The work of Christ’s Mission— 
which is,a duly incorporated  re- 
ligious and missionary society—has 
been carried on in. New York City 
since 1879; at first in the great hall 
of the Masonic Temple, Sixth avenue 
and Twenty-third street, where evan- 
gelistic meetings were held for ten 
years, and afterwards at the Mission 
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house at 142 West Twenty-first 
street, which was sold last year to 
make room for a business building. 

Christ’s Mission was founded by 
the Rev. James A. O’Connor, who 
had been a Roman Catholic priest 
for several years, but withdrew from 
that Church and studied medicine 
and was converted to the evangeli- 
cal faith. From its inception, the 
Mission has formed a connecting 
link between Roman Catholics and 
the great Protestant world. The 
work has been conducted on evan- 
gelical lines. The meetings have al- 
ways been attended by Roman 
Catholics, many of whom have been 
converted to the evangelical faith, 
and while the failure of that Church 
to meet the spiritual needs of the 
individual has been pointed out, 
emphasis has rather been placed on 
the personal relation of every be- 
liever to Christ. 

More than a hundred priests and 
monks who have expressed a desire 
to leave the Roman Catholic Church 
on religious grounds, have been re- 
ceived into Christ’s Mission, where 
they have been cared for and in- 
structed in a home-like Christian 
manner, until their fitness has been 
determined for religious or secular 
work. Many of these gentlemen 
are now engagéd in pastoral, mis- 
sionary or evangelistic labors in 
connection with the various Prot- 
estant churches, 

The present location of the Mis- 
sion is an ideal one for its purpose. 
It is in the “down-town” section, near 
Central Park, and is easily reached 
from all parts of Greater New York. 

The building is a commodious 
one, admirably adapted for reach- 
ing Catholics and non-churchgoers. 
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It is 


church 


the 
the 
are 


only two blocks from 


and headquarters of 
Paulist efforts 
specially directed to leading unwary 
the Roman fold. 
As Pastor O’Connor has been a Ro- 
man Catholic priest himself, he is 
well qualified to discern the sophis- 


tries of 


Fathers, whose 


Protestants into 


these Paulist priests and 
expose their Jesuitical methods in 
Many Prot- 


estants who have been deceived by 


deluding Protestants. 


those priests have come to Christ’s 
Mission to find their way back to the 
Protestant faith. 

The Mission has proved its useful- 
ness and adaptability in Christian 
work, and it is a decided step in ad- 
vance that such a valuable and suit- 
able building in a most central part 
of New York City has been secured 
for its permanent work. 


This picture of the Mission House 
that the New York 
Tribune was taken by the Tribune 
artist without the knowledge of the 
pastor or any of the Mission work- 
ers, and is therefore the more appre- 


appeared in 


ciated. As our readers know, the 
Tribune is our foremost metropolitan 
paper. Under the direction of White- 
law Reid, our Ambassador to Eng- 
land, it has become the leading jour- 
nal of America. 

The interior of the building is ad- 
mirably arranged for all the pur- 
poses of the work. The chapel has a 
seating capacity of nearly two hun- 
dred persons, and at an expenditure 
of about two thousand dollars al- 
most as many more.can be accom- 
modated. ? =—.0 V ¢ be 

It isa pledsttre to note the favor 

bond 


=< 
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able comments of the press on the 
opening of the new building. The 
New York Evening Post, November 
30, had an article as long as that 
which appeared in the Tribune; and 
all the religious papers were equally 
kind. Now let much prayer be of- 
fered for the continued success of 
Christ’s Mission. 


sSecesssees. 


| 


CHRIST’S MISSION HOUSE 
No. 331 West 57th Street, New York 








